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There is a fear in some quarters which is not altogether
baseless that there is a tendency on the part of the Domi-
nions to assume complete independence and go out of the
Empire. The recent flag controversy in South Africa and
the treaty of commerce concluded between the Union Gov-
ernment and Germany, which places Germany on the same
footing as Britain, and the growing desire for more inde-
pendence in Canada evidenced by a desire on the part of
that Dominion to send its own ambassadors to U. S. A. and
also to conclude commercial treaties with foreign states to
be signed by its own representatives as well as the separate
representation granted to the Dominions and India on the
Council of the League of Nations, and finally the relation
subsisting between the Irish Free State and Britain are
cited as examples o£ the possibility of the dismemberment
of the Empire. What is it which is likely to determine the
choice of the Dominions for or against secession from the
Empire? It has been asserted that Britain is neither
justified nor likely to attempt to keep the self-governing
Dominions within the orbit of the Empire by force of arms,*
The very implication of the term'dominion status'precludes
the possibility of force being used to coerce the Dominions
into remaining within the Empire. Membership of the
Empire so long as it does not really encroach npon^the local
autonomy o£ the Dominions and also so long as it confers
privileges and benefits that are the natural results of part-
nership \vill always be looked upon as a boon. No one
dominion is at present strong enough to enjoy the same
security by relying on its own strength^ it does now, and
* In his Memorandum on the Federation of the British Empire. Sir
Julius Vogcl wrote us early as February 24, 1885. and this view has only
strengthened since then : « But as regards the constitutional Colonies it is
generally understood that, though the mother country desires to retain them
she would not force them to remain parts of the British dominions in the
face of a well matured desire on the part, of one or more of them to separate."
Keith.' Speeches and Documents on Colonial Policy,' VoL II. p. 198.

